
Village of Sheffield
Village Board Mtg
August 14, 2023

6:30 pm

Determining that a quorum was present, President Mary Lanham called the regular meeting to order at 6:32pm and
directed Ries (remotely) to call the roll.

Roll Call
PRESENT: Adams, DeVoss, Pratt, Price, Yepsen, Lanham
ABSENT: Corwin

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Lanham opened the OSLAD Grant Public Hearing at 6:32 pm. She explained the purpose of the Public hearing
was to gain residents and citizen views regarding the possible enhancement of the open space currently occupied
by two ball diamonds . Mike Perry, Chamlin Engineer passed out handouts showing the potential future
development. The OSLAD grant could provide an opportunity to upgrade the amenities available to the public for
use by all generations. The land owned by the Village at the old grade school site in Phase 1 could provide a
walking path, buddy benches, ninja warrior area, gym equipment and a pollination station for educational and
environmental benefit. The grant would allow the Village to proceed with planning for the space that in phase 2
could eventually include an all season basketball, volleyball and pickle ball court. Any grant money received would
be required to be matched 50/50 by the Village or by funds raised in support of the project as the Village did not
qualify as a distressed community. There was no opposition expressed by anyone present. Clerk Ries to help get
the application completed by the August 31st deadline. The public hearing ended at 6:38 pm.

Lanham continued with the agenda.

President Lanham introduced and welcomed the newly hired Village Police Officer Landon Horrie. New owners of
103 S Main St as listed on Agenda 4.2 were not present. No one signed up for Public Comment.

Board Reports: Hopkins and Associates Auditor Samantha Casey was welcomed. Casey handed out the
completed FY2023 audit and gave a brief overview of its contents. There were no questions. Village Engineer Mike
Perry from Chamlin & Associates briefly discussed south lift station - still waiting for the add a phase to be delivered,
lead service line inventory follow up, and the current status of the CDBG Lagoon Grant. The permit has been
updated and will be ready for bid late fall/early winter with an early spring start. The Village Clerk and Public Works
report were reviewed. Shipp relayed information from TEST Water Operator Joe Glynn regarding filter maintenance
and replacing the media. Lanham commented on the Pre-Construction meeting she coordinated and attended for
Public Works. Chamlin Engineer Adam Ossola and Troy Reddoch helped prepare public works for the East Street
Water Main Project with information regarding necessary procedures when doing a project like this as well as
expectations. The project started today, Monday August 14 where they ran into problems. Shipp hopes the rest of
the project runs smoother. Shipp also stated an hydrant will need to be replaced at approximately $5000 and an old
4” water line on North Adams Street to be abandoned and tie to some new line from the OSF project done a couple
years ago. The new West Park Bathrooms will be open and operational for the Labor Day Car Show. David Korzon
and Dalania LaSorella from the Public Comment section of the agenda arrived late and were introduced. Korzon
plans to open as Benak’s Ale House at the Brother’s Pub address once the property sale is finalized at the end of
August. Korzon will operate as a partner under Brother’s until a liquor license can be purchased in his name. Pratt
directed Korzon to ask any questions regarding permissions for alterations/permitting to Bureau County zoning. The
board thanked Korzon for his future investment in our community.

Discussion/Action Items:
Pratt, seconded by Adams, made a motion to approve the July 10, 2023 regular meeting minutes. Motion Carried
5-0
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Pratt, seconded by Devoss, made a motion to approve payment of regular bills and payroll for August 14, 2023
and the July 10, 2023 Closed Session Minutes.
Roll Call:
AYES: Adams, DeVoss, Pratt, Price, Yepsen
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Corwin MOTION CARRIED 5-0

Price, seconded by Yespsen , made a motion to approve payment of TIF bills for August 14, 2023.
Roll Call:
AYES: Adams, DeVoss,Price, Yepsen, Lanham
NAYS: None
ABSTAIN: Pratt
ABSENT: Corwin MOTION CARRIED 5-0-1

Mike Perry explained the need for the Motor Fuel Tax Fund change order and pay request for IDOT.. Pratt,
seconded by DeVoss, made a motion to approve the IDOT change order and pay request for Pavement
Maintenance.
Roll Call:
AYES: Adams, DeVoss, Price, Yepsen
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Corwin MOTION CARRIED 5-0

Lanham presented a resolution supporting the OSLAD grant application. Pratt, seconded by Adams made a motion
to approve Resolution R2023-08-14-01 supporting the OSLAD grant application.
Roll Call:
AYES: Adams,DeVoss, Pratt, Price, Yepsen
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Corwin MOTION CARRIED 5-0

President Lanham introduced Skip Moore representative for the Sheffield Village Hall Alliance (SVHA)-Old Village
Hall on Main St.. He explained the Alliance is not looking for any funding from the Village at this time. The Alliance is
prepared to take on the initial expenses. Moore explained that most funding would occur outside of Sheffield -mainly
Government and Corporate Entities. The SVHA now has the Historical Society support and a representative from
their board attending SVHA meetings. They are investigating ideas regarding the hall focusing on Children/Energy
Transition, historical and educational -which opens up to them receiving tax credits from USDA and the Department
of Energy. The hall could serve as a Venue Event Center. They hope to do a feasibility study in the near future.

The group is looking at a multi- phase timeline for this project. Phase 1 - (within the next 5 years) a Village Board
Commitment and possibly a long term lease. Phase 2 - Funding (mainly funds raised by private individuals, grants,
tax credits) Phase 3 - Renovation and restoration.

The Alliance would welcome a Village Trustee to join the Sheffield Village Hall Alliance (SVHA) President Lanham
thanked Moore for the information and mentioned repairs to the Bell Tower will be addressed in order to keep the
Hall from further deterioration.

Board discussed planting new trees in spaces along Village roads where trees have been removed over the last few
years. Pratt, seconded by Adams, made a motion to approve spending up to $6,000 to purchase and plant
trees on Village property Fall 2023
Roll Call:
AYES: Adams, DeVoss, Pratt, Price, Yepsen
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Corwin MOTION CARRIED 5-0
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Lanham presented ordinance 2023-08-14-01 TIF redevelopment Agreement. Trustees reviewed The Economic
Development Group, Paul Ostrosky’s prepared agreement with Premier Construction and Ted Hahne. Adams,
seconded by Price, made a motion to approve Ordinance 2023-08-14-01 A Redevelopment Agreement with
Premier Construction LLC with the Pay-as-you-Go option .
AYES: Adams, DeVoss, Price, Yepsen, Lanham
NAYS: None
ABSTAIN: Pratt
ABSENT: Corwin MOTION CARRIED 5-0-1

Adjournment : Pratt, seconded by DeVoss made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:49 pm . MOTION
CARRIED 5-0.
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