
Village of Sheffield
Village Board Mtg

September 13,  2021
7 pm

Determining that a quorum was present, President Mary Lanham called the regular meeting to order at 7
pm and directed Clerk Ries to call the roll.

Roll Call
PRESENT: Adams, Carper, DeVoss, Lanxon, Pratt, Stier, Lanham
ABSENT: None

Also present - Superintendent Shipp and Chamlin Engineer Mike Perry

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

President Lanham welcomed everyone present and invited anyone who signed up for public comment to
address the board.

Public Comment: Resident Pat Stier questioned the agenda and also voiced safety concerns of
employees on mowers traveling on the roads and suggested the Village consider slow moving vehicle
signs be installed on lawn mowers.

With no one else signed up for comments and Lanham proceeded with the Reports.

Board Reports: Police Report reviewed. Lanham reported the receipt of the first installment of the
American Rescue Plan Act.  Lanxon questioned possible uses for the Rescue money.  Lanham explained
Village Engineers have suggested the Village hold onto the money until after the CDBG Project is
completed, as the CDBG  Lagoon Infiltration project is an eligible project for these funds if the project goes
over the estimated amount   Clerk Ries office manager and treasurer reports.  Trustee Pratt asked Ries
about 2021 property tax payments and if the amounts were as expected.  Ries explained she would be
better equipped to provide an answer once the 2nd installment is received.  Public Works Manager report
presented.  Trustees questioned Superintendent Shipp regarding his Bulk Calcium Chloride Salt
acquisition for the winter season and when a contract would be obtained.  Shipp stated he is working on it.
Shipp explained the South Lift station problems were attributed to a power surge.  Ries to contact
insurance regarding a possible claim.  President Lanham welcomed Chamlin Engineer, Dan Draper, who
updated the board on the Main Street business district Project.   Draper indicated he would be meeting
with the general contractor to discuss the plan to make necessary corrections.  Draper explained to the
board liquidated damages have been assessed and are accumulating daily until all corrections are made
and are satisfactory.  Engineer Draper also went over the new parking, striping and necessary hatched
areas.  He explained the overall design intent was to maintain parking along Main Street while balancing
traffic and aesthetic features. Islands were constructed and the widths are intentionally tight to provide a
traffic calming effect which slows vehicle speeds, and improves pedestrian safety.  The location and width
of the parking spaces were dictated by the location of the light poles. In order to minimize the potential of
damage from overhanging bumpers, the stripes are lined up with the light poles. The width of the spaces
was determined by uniformly dividing the space between the poles. The hatching prohibits vehicle parking
in areas where there is not sufficient depth for vehicles to park without encroaching on the traffic lane, or
space is needed to accommodate truck turning movements.  He also explained at the north end on the
west side, the area is hatched out because there is a bump out in the curb and gutter to accommodate the
added steps in front of Brother’s Pub. The bump out reduces the available depth for a standard vehicle to
park without sticking out into the traffic lane.
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Discussion/Action Items:
Lanxon, seconded by Pratt, made a motion to approve the August 9, 2021 regular and executive board
meeting minutes. MOTION CARRIED 6-0

DeVoss, seconded by Pratt, made a motion to approve the September 7 2021 special meeting minutes.
MOTION CARRIED 6-0

Lanxon, seconded by Carper  made a motion to approve payment of bills and payroll for September
13, 2021
Roll Call:
AYES: Adams, Carper, DeVoss, Lanxon, Pratt, Stier
NAYS:  None
ABSENT:  None  MOTION CARRIED 6-0

Lanxon, seconded by Carper, made a motion to approve payment of TIF bills for September 13, 2021
Roll Call:
AYES: Adams, Carper, DeVoss, Lanxon, Lanham
NAYS:  None
ABSTAIN:  Pratt, Stier
ABSENT:  None  MOTION CARRIED 5-0-2

Lanham presented the latest pay request for SKI Sealcoating.  Lanxon, seconded by DeVoss, made a
motion to approve Pay Request #5 & #6 in the amount of $119,470.05
Roll Call:
AYES: Adams, Carper, DeVoss, Lanxon, Lanham
NAYS:  None
ABSTAIN:  Pratt, Stier
ABSENT:  None  MOTION CARRIED 5-0-2

Discussion regarding a potential sidewalk on North Main Street by the Railroad Crossing and Iowa
Interstate Railroad’s commitment to install a pedestrian crossing and updated signals following the
completion of the crossing closure on North Reed street.  The trustees agreed a new sidewalk and
railroad pedestrian crosswalk would be beneficial to the town and it’s residents.  The engineer will
communicate with the Railroad representative in order to work out the details for North Main Street. No
Action Taken.

Lanham presented Ordinance 2021-09-13-01 An Ordinance Vacating the North Reed Street Railroad
crossing in the VIllage of Sheffield.  Lanham explained the presented vacating ordinance is the next step
towards the permanent closure of the dangerous railroad crossing on North Reed Street and receiving the
incentives offered from the Illinois Commerce Commission, IDOT and Iowa Interstate Railroad totalling
$172,500.  Lanham clarified that a vacation of a municipal street requires 5 of 6 trustees to vote for the
closure in order to pass and further reminded the board that if the ordinance fails the incentives and
pedestrian crossing go away and the railroad can still close the crossing without Village permission in the
future, with no money received.  Trustees discussed doing what is in the best interest of the Village vs. an
emotional decision.  The incentives can be used to improve sidewalks within the Village or a project not
yet presented. Lanxon, seconded by Pratt  made a motion to approve Ordinance 2021-09-13-01 An
Ordinance Vacating the North Reed Street Railroad crossing in the VIllage of Sheffield
Roll Call:
AYES: Adams, Carper, DeVoss, Lanxon, Pratt, Lanham
NAYS:  Stier
ABSENT:  None  MOTION CARRIED 6-1 with Lanham also voting as required.
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The board discussed implementing a tree program in order to replace trees cut down in the past several
years.  Trustees proposed residents wishing to plant a tree apply for $50 partial reimbursement with an
application.  Trustees also wanted the Village to start replenishing removed trees   Carper, seconded by
Pratt, made a motion to approve allocating $1000 to purchase trees in the Spring from Garfield Stier
for public works planting within the Village right of way as well as implementing a $50
request/reimbursement for residents wanting to purchase a tree and plant in the Village road right
of way, allocating $1,000 per fiscal year.
Roll Call:
AYES: Adams, Carper, DeVoss, Lanxon, Pratt
NAYS:  None
ABSTAIN: Stier
ABSENT:  None  MOTION CARRIED 5-0-1

Lanxon, seconded by Pratt, made a motion to approve Fall Town Wide Clean up for the Village to begin
October 18, 2021.
Roll Call:
AYES: Adams, Carper, DeVoss, Lanxon, Pratt, Stier
NAYS:  None
ABSENT:  None  MOTION CARRIED 6-0

President Lanham introduced Mary Ann Cernovich and Rhonda Telfer, who represent a group of private
citizens hoping to restore and preserve the old Village Hall-265 S Main Street, which is on the National
Register of Historic Places in Illinois.  They are interested in holding some events at the Hall to raise
awareness and interest and are asking board permission to do so.  The Board expressed liability concerns
and Clerk Ries will check with Insurance. The board encouraged the committee to submit an Event
Application for review at the October Meeting.

Lanham asked for a motion to enter into closed session for appointment, employment, compensation,
performance or dismissal of public employees Pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (1) and purchase or lease of
real property for the use of the public body.  Lanxon, seconded by Pratt, made a motion to enter into
Executive Session at 8:16 pm
Roll Call:
AYES: Adams, Carper, DeVoss, Lanxon, Pratt, Stier
NAYS:  None
ABSENT:  None  MOTION CARRIED 6-0

Lanxon, seconded by Pratt made a motion to close Executive Session at 9:26 pm
Roll Call:
AYES: Adams, Carper, DeVoss, Lanxon, Pratt, Stier
NAYS:  None
ABSENT:  None   MOTION CARRIED 6-0

Roll Call in Regular Open Session  9:26 pm
PRESENT:  Adams, Carper, DeVoss, Lanxon, Pratt, Stier and President Lanham
ABSENT:  None
Also Present Clerk Ries

Lanxon, seconded by Pratt, made a motion to approve previous closed session minutes August 9,
2021. MOTION CARRIED 6-0.

Adjournment: Lanxon seconded by Stier, made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:27pm.  MOTION
CARRIED 6-0.
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